CARNIVAL 


OPAWA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


JOHNSON’S PICNIC 
GARDENS 


? 


+ 


on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, Feb. 13, 14, 15 


ted by Simpson & Williams Ltd, 169 St Asaph Street Christchurch 
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YOU'LL BE GLAD YOU WENT TO a 
MUNDAY’S fe 
‘““SUNSHINE” SALE ae 

for these THREE BIG SNIPS “ 


TT 


1 


1650 yards Printed English Silk Crepe and Maro- 
cain in Floral, Spot, Check, and Fancy designs. 
The wonderful colour schemes and fascinating 
effects will charm at sight. 


Wawel Priced 5 co oiFie wa erdcee os0 3/6 to 4/6 yd. 
“SUNSHINE” SALE PRICE .. 1/6 and 1/11 yd 
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1000 yards Printed Cambric, in small Floral de- 
signs and Checks ... for the Smart Tub Frock— 
so gay, and fresh, and cool. 

Usually priced at ..-.... 0.04 0. os 1/- and 1/6 yd. 
“SUNSHINE” SALE PRICE .. 74d and 104d yd. 


3 Sse 
A Special Purchase of Men’s Neglige Shirts, with 
Collars to match. Fast colours. 

Usualiv priced at 2s. cece se 7/11 and 8/11 
“SUNSHINE” SALE PRICE .... 4/11 and 5/11 


The architect is Mr V. 


LIBRARY FOR OPAWA. 
City Council. 


An elevation of the new Library, which is to be built at Opawa. Of modern desi 


at the corner of Opawa Road and Richardson Terrace. 
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DISCOUNT AS ~US UAL 
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Don’t Trifle with your 
HEALTH! 


For a Tasty Lunch ee ee 
Your Chemist is trained in the 


tr Preparation and Handling of 
Yoos Medicines, and, next to your 
doctor, is your best friend in 
times of sickness. 

Cheap medicines are more than 
false economy—they are posi- 
tively risky to health. Play 
safe and buy all your House- 


MURPHY’S 
P ERFECT Fr TES hold Medicines and Medical Re- 


Obtainable at all leading stores THE OPAWA PHARMACY 


R. C. POLSON 


M.P.S.Ph.C. 


Pharmaceutical Chemist and 
Photographic Dealer 


F lesal i Prescriptions and Orders Collected 
or Wholesale Supply, ring ya Dolicarel, 


S. Murph 66 M lis 8 Hour Developing and Printing 
ah cd purel airee Service. Phone 36-109 


132c OPAWA RD. (Tram Term.) 


throughout Christchurch 
and the Suburbs. 


| For Quality Meat 


| H.G. Baul nton at competitive prices 
| 


iry 


Hopkins Street 


Op hn Butchery 


Bakery 


We call and deliver promptly. 


We specialise in SMALL GOODS. 


Your Patronage will be 
appreciated by 


Keogh & Comerford 


STAREX BREAD 


— SAVE THE SUPPLY STORES LTD. COUPONS —— 


OPAWA PUBLIC LIBRARY CARNIVAI. 


AT 
JOHNSON’S PICNIC GARDENS 


THURSDAY, FEB. 13th, FRIDAY, FEB. 14th, 
SATURDAY, FEB. 15th. 


Patron: W. 8. NEWBURGH, Esq. 


LIST OF ATTRACTIONS: 


Boxon, Crown Top, Father’s Teeth, Rolldown, Shiball, Milk Shakes, 

Ice Cream, Waffles, Candy Floss, Baby Hupla, Hockey, Cycle 

Events, Music, Dancing, Chocolate Wheel, Darts, Tennis, Tea Tent, 

Pie Cart, Produce, Fishing, Skating, Vaudeville, Community 
Singing, Musical Chairs, Chairoplane. 


RACES FOR YOUNG AND OLD. 
BABY SHOW, SURPRISE EVENTS, HIDDEN TREASURE. 


PROGRAMME: 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13th, 1936 


7p.m.— Official Opening. 

7.15 p.m.—Community Singing. 

7.45 p.m.—Reception of Visitors of Surprised Party. 
7.50 p.m.—Merry Makers’ Concert Party. 


THE SUPPLY STORES LTD. DELIVER TO ALL SUBURBS 
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AGO 


Hinstocein 
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For 
QUALITY AND SERVICE IN 
GROCERIES, CROCKERY, 
STATIONERY AND 
CONFECTIONERY 
try 


A. A. SMITH’S 


Four Square Store 
109 McKENZIE AVENUE 


MISS F. ROBINSON 


130B OPAWA ROAD, S.E.1 


For Drapery, Hosiery, Underwear, 
Knitting Wools and Needlework, 
Stationery, Fashion Journals and 
Magazines. 
School Requisites. 


DRESSMAKING 
(Costumes a speciality) 


Special reductions in cotton goods, 


ERN. MARSH 


MOTOR MECHANIC 


For all classes of Repairs under 


my personal supervision. 


PHONE 41-580 


SULLIVAN’S 


OPAWA FRUITERER 


STONE FRUITS FOR JAM AND 
BOTTLING 


From 3/- per dozen lbs deliveccd 


TELEPHONE 30-619 


POST OFFICE STORE 
OPAWA 


L. J. KNOWLES 


CASH GROCER 


Town Prices, 


A. RENNIE 


BUILDER AND CONTRACTOR 
259 RIVER ROAD 


Plans and Estimates free. 


ALL CLASSES OF JOBBING 
WORK EXECUTED. 


ee 


GIVE THE SUPPLY STORES LTD. A TRIAL GROCERY ORDER 


8.30 p.m.—Hockey Match on Skates. 
9.30 p.m.—Dance Novelty Items. 


All the evening Side Shows and Novelty Items will be in 
full swing each evening. 


NOTE.—AII profits derived from the Carnival will be used for 
Opawa Public Library Requirements. Hidden Treasure will be dug 
up at 10 p.m. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14th, 1936 


7 p.m.—Community Sing. 
7.30 p.m.—Merry Makers’ Concert Party. 
8.30 p.m.—Hockey Match on Skates. 
9.30 p.m.—Dance Novelty Items. 


Side Shows and Novelty Items all the evening. 
Ladies are in attendance at the Tea Tent:—Supper 8—11. 
Hidden Treasure will be dug up at 10 p.m. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15th, 1936 


2 p.m.—Sports for the Boys and Girls. 
Girls bring your Skipping Ropes. 
Boys bring your Sack. 

All bring your Running Shoes. 


2.30 p.mi—Carl and his Merrymakers will entertain. 


3 p.m.—Baby Show. Classes 6 months and under; over 
6 months and under 18 months. 


4 p.m.—Miss Herbert’s Dance Pupils. 
5 p.m.—Children’s Treasure Hunt. 


— SAVE THE SUPPLY STORES LTD. COUPONS —- 
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GEO. SMITH MRS E. MATTHEWS 
HAIRDRESSER AND 3 OPAWA ROAD 
TOBACCONIST 


Cnr. Wilsons and Opawa Roads : ; 
Carries full stocks of choice 


FRUIT, VEGETABLES AND 
CONFECTIONERY 
at competitive prices, 


All popular brands of Tobacco and 
Cigarettes stocked. 


HAIRCUTTING 1/-. 


SHAVING 6d. QUALITY COUNTS. 


Razors Ground and Set — 1/-. We deliver free. 


HILLSBOROUGH SERVICE 
STATION 


H. RICH, Proprietor. 
PHONE :: :: 36-185 
AGENT FOR ALL CLASSES OF COAL AND FIREWOOD 
BENZINE — OILS — TYRES — BATTERY WATER 


APEX ICE CREAM 


Family Blocks (will keep from 3 to 4 hours). Specially 
| packed in containers, 1/6 per block, delivered. Ideal for 
{ small parties. 

‘Bulk Ice Cream for Picnics, Parties and Socials. 
Quotations on application. 


APEX ICE CREAM CO. 
25 MANCHESTER STREET 


TELEPHONE 31-302 


RING THE SUPPLY STORES LTD. FOR THAT C.0.D. ORDER 


SATURDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 15th, 1936. 
7 p.m.—Community Sing. 
7.30 p.m.—Carl] and his Merrymakers. 
8.30 p.m.—Finals Hockey Tournament. 
9.30 p.m.—Dance Novelty Items. 
10 p.m.—Hidden Treasure will be dug up. 


(Subject to alteration.) 
Ladies are in attendance at the Tea Tent:—Supper 8—11. 


GOOD NIGHT AND GOOD LUCK 


Donations of Cash, Trophies and Gifts for Stalls have been 
received from the following:—Turner-and Le Brun, Apex Ice 
Cream, Watson's, Ltd., Simpson «and Williams, J: Shier, O. M. 
Miller, R. Shaw, Minson’s, A. Wynn, J. Strachan, Miss Robinson, 
R. GC. Polson, L. J. Knowles, Jeyes’ Sanitary Compound, Ltd.. 
R. Sullivan, Glasson’s Ltd., Gordon and Gotch, H. Tarrant, Excello 
Service Station, Peerless Rubber Coy., Glenmore Brick Coy., Davis 
Gelatine Coy., Ltd., Miss Wilson, E. Evans, EB. J. Chapple, Mr- 
Shultz, Whitcombe and Tombs, Ltd., Calder Mackay, A. Jarden, 
Trades Council, Sydenham. Wrecking Company, W. J. Hunter, 
A, A. Smith. 


JUST A WORD FROM THE ORGANISERS 


The Organisers feel that the success of their efforts up to the 
present, are in a large measure due to the courteous and generous 
co-operation they have received from the above business firms 
and private supporters. 

The Merry Makers’ Concert Party recently played to record 
audiences at the ‘\imaru Beach Carnival, and were acclaimed the 
Best Party to ever appear on that Beach. 

Te following well-known artists cormprise the party :—Misses 
Edna Harrison, Lottie Colville, Heather Wright; Messrs Carl 
Morris, Reg. Lamb, Eddie Hegan, Dave McGill, and Bert Goodland. 

As Organisers to the Opawa Public Library Carnival, we wish 
to extend our thanks for the favourable treatment received. 


LUKE ADAMS, 
CHAS. COATES, 
Joint Organisers. 
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THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR QUALITY 


6 Y Always ask for Stacey & Hawker’s 
SX Quality Bread 


It has stood the test for twenty years. 


OBTAINABLE AT ALL GOOD STORES 


GEO. OWEN 
ART DECORATOR 


Broken Colours, Stippled effects, 
and Two Tone Mottled finishes. 
Parchment and Sunshine effects. 
Stone imitations in Paint and 
Plastic paint in antique characters. 


43 Sullivan Avenue, Christchurch. Phone 41-480 


| For the outdoor Girl or Man 


MONARCH SHOES 
WALKING HIKING, GOLFING. 


Procurable from 


H. A. WYNN 


Surgical Bootmaker, Chiropodist and Repairer. 


132 OPAWA ROAD CHRISTCHURCH 
Charges moderate. Workmanship and material guaranteed. 


te er eerie 


_ DONATIONS 
February 7, 1936. 


Since our Gazette was pabtated donations, ° 


gifts, trophies and cash have been received 
‘om :— ‘ 

Capt. H. Munro, Stacey & Hawker Ltd., 
Kiwi Dairy Coy., A. R. Rond, E. L. King, A. J. 
White Ltd., Minson’s Ltd., Miss Oldridge, Mr 
Hunnibell, Johnson anc Cousins, F. Harrison, 
J. N. Trist, J. J. Melhuish &Co., A. Fairburn, 
Hurst and Drake, Mr F. Anderson, Mr F. Wild- 
ing, K.C., Opawa Swimming Club, Boons Ltd., 
Clements and Judkin, J. I. Tait, Ernest Adams 


‘ 
CHAS, COATES | Joint Organisers. 


Supplement to the Opawa Public Library Gazette 


EDITORIAL 


Owing to the short time at our disposal and 
the necessity for the early publication of the 
“Gazette” it was not possible to embrace all fea- 
tures and information. Since going to press we 
are however in the position to state that the 


Hon. D. G. Sullivan, M.P., will officially open _ 


the Carnival at 7 p.m. on Thursday, February 
13th. Splendid progress reports have been re- 
ceived and it is anticipated that this, the 
biggest, brightest and best Carnival ever 
attempted in Opawa, will, with your support 
and encouragement, also be. the biggest success. 

No amount of thought, time, effort and 


money has been spared to make the Carnival . 
worth while. We are doing our part, we now 


look to you. 
EDITOR. 


AN APPRECIATION 


We are much indebted to the Hon. D. G. 
Sullivan and those who were associated with 
him on the Council for their efforts on our 
behalf. Although it will have taken six years to 


achieve our object, Mr Sullivan was ever ready 
to support our claims and as soon as the finan- 


cial position improved he made a definite prom- 


ise that the Library would be established, this 


‘ promise is now to be fulfilled. As Mr Sullivan 


vacates the Mayoral chair, through the pressure 


of parliamentary duties owing to his elevation 


to ministerial rank, he will have something 
tangible in the district, in which he resides, to 
remind him of one of his last acts as Mayor of 
the City, on behalf of the residents of Opawa 
who in turn say, “Thank you,” and “Congratu- 
lations.” 
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— MAKE THE SUPPLY STORES LTD. YOUR GROCER —— 


PROGRESS OPAWA 


In presenting the first edition of 
the “Opawa Library Gazette” we do 
so with a view to stimulating in- 
terest in the district, particularly in 
regard to the erection and successful 
functioning of the Opawa_ public 
library. There is no necessity to 
stress the need for such a_ public 
building, the point is quite obvious, 
as borne out by the fact that resi- 
dents at the present time have to go 
far afield for their literature. This 
of course has been forced upon them 
by circumstances. By the erection of 
our own library this stigma on the 
district will be removed. 

Opawa is one of the oldest resi- 
dential areas, but the last to be pos- 
sessed of its own library. 

Your Burgesses’ Association, who 


initiated the scheme, followed up by 


the Library Committee, have ren- 
dered valuable services to the district. 
In an attempt to raise sufficient funds 
to equip and stock the library, a 
three days carnival is being held in 
Johnson’s picnic grounds, Clarendon 
Terrace, on February 13th, 14th, and 
15th. We make no apologies in ap- 
pealing to you for assistance. The 
library is a community institution, 
and can function only to the extent 
of the support accorded to it by the 
community. We therefore urge you 
to get behind those who are render- 
ing voluntary service on your behalf, 
give them that support and encour- 
agement which is their due so that 
the library may be worthy of the 
name and district. 


EDITOR. 


LIBRARY NOTES 


The suggestion that a _ public 
library should be erected in Opawa 
was first made at a meeting of the 
Opawa-Hillsborough Burgesses’ As- 
sociation on June 10, 1929. 

At a subsequent meeting it was 
decided to write to the Christchurch 
City Council asking for a sum to be 
placed on the estimates. No imme- 
diate promise was made, but the ap- 
plication was renewed from time to 
time, and deputations also waited 
upon the Council. In the meantime 
the Association, through Mr T. W. 
West, negotiated with Mr A. W. 
Minson, who made a generous gift of 
a splendid site at the corner of 
Richardson Terrace and Opawa Road. 
It was not until 1934 that something 
in the nature of a promise was made, 
but owing to financial difficulties at 
that time the grant was not placed 
on the estimates until 1935. 


THE SUPPLY STORES LTD. 


The Opawa-Hillsborough Burgesses’ 
Association convened a meeting on 
October 9th, 1934, for the purpose of 
discussing ways and means of erect- 
ing the building and equipping it. 
About thirty residents attended, and 
a provisional library committee was 
formed, the chairman being Mr F. H. 
Dephoff, secretary Mr H. Jackson, 
treasurer Mr J. Evans. Mesdames 
Ray, Sullivan, Dephoff and Wilkie, 
Rev. G. N. Watson, Dr. E. H. H. Tay- 
lor, Messrs Wicks, Bryce, Adcock, 
Ray, Jarden, West, Sullivan, Ludecke, 
O. M. Miller. Organisers, Messrs L. 
W. Adams and C. Coates. 

Since that date monthly meetings 
have been held, and a good deal of 
spade-work accomplished, as the fol- 
lowing account will show. The pre- 
vious City Council had given a defi- 
nite undertaking to erect a library 
on the site, and in March, 1935, two 


DELIVER TO ALL SUBURBS 
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UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 


The TERMINUS Fruit, Vegetable, Confectionery and 
Stationery Store 


S. L. WHITWORTH 


Proprietor. 
Agents for :— 
ERNEST ADAMS’ BLOCK CAKE & SUNLAND 
PROVITA. 


CONGRATULATIONS to Opawa || OUR CAKES are made from the 
on its forword movement in secur- 


ica : finest ingredients and fresh daily. 
ing its own Library. 


We also hope for a forward move- Full stocks of Choice 
ment in our business this year. || CONFECTIONERY, FRUIT & 
WILL YOU HELP US? VEGETABLES in Season. 


MRS A. H. TIPPING 


101 RADLEY STREET 


MISSES D. & E. WILSON 


102 RADLEY STREET 


W. W. NEWMAN 


BUILDER AND CONTRACTOR 


H. McCLEAN 


166 WALTHAM ROAD 


69 FORD ROAD, OPAWA Phone 41-546 


Phone 36-120 


All brands of Coal and Wood. 


Estimates given. Plans prepared, 


Glass Houses. Jobbing. PROMPT DELIVERY. 
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— SAVE THE SUPPLY STORES LTD. COUPONS —— 


representatives of the Council, Mr J. 
Mathison and Mr V. Hean, the city 
architect, met the provisional commit- 
tee in the Methodist schoolroom. 

At this meeting several plans were 
considered, one being unanimously 
approved, as it seemed so appropriate 
for its purpose and to the situation. 
This plan was drawn by Mr V. Hean, 
and I think you will all agree when 
you see the illustration, although 
somewhat modified to keep within the 
limits of the estimates, that it is an 
admirable one. Provision is made 
for a large room 36 ft. by 18 ft., 
with shelves round the walls for four 
or five thousand books. If necessary 
accommodation in the form of 
“islands” for two or three thousand 
extra books can be added. In addi- 
tion there is a smaller room about 
16 ft. by 12 ft. for a reading room, 
as well as a store room and con- 
veniences. 

Before the last City Council elec- 
tion the secretary wrote to the then 
opposing party asking what would 
be their attitude, if elected, towards 
the promised grant for the library. 
In reply it was stated that any ar- 
rangement made by the previous 


TONY SAYS “BUILD WEET 
BREECKS.” 


All-a my life, seence I was seex 
I’m tell-a folks, ‘“A-build weet 
breecks.” 

Dose house ees moocha fire proof 
Eet look-a nice from cell’ to roof 
Anodder t’eeng, yon nevaire ain’t 

A spend da mon’ for buy da paint. 

A brick house ees, in town or farm, 


Council would be honoured. As 
matters turned out this was a good 
move, because otherwise the new 
Council, faced with problems of re- 
ducing the rates, might have post- 
poned the building for an indefinite 
period, 

However, in August of last year a 
letter was received from the City 
Council giving a definite promise that 
the building would be commenced in 
January, 1936, and completed in 
April or May. 

In the meantime the committee 
faced with the problem of stocking 
and equipping the new library, has. 
not been idle. It has to date, by 
means of various functions and gifts, 
raised a fair sum of money. Most of 
this has been raised privately by in- 
dividual members of the committee; 
but this is only a fraction of what 
will be needed for books alone. It 
is to be hoped that all the residents 
of the district will co-operate to make 
this carnival a success, so that by the 
time the building is ready we will 
have in hand the means of adequately 
stocking and appropriately equipping 
it. 


In Summaire cool, een Weentaire 
warm. 

Eef ol’ or new, eet look-a good, 

Mooch bett-a dan dees house-a-wood. 

A breeck house ees joost lak a man 

For long ’go, when world began 

God made-a man from dust an’ clay, 

An breecks ees made from dees 
to-day. 

We know God t’eenks man ees a-good 

So breecks mak’ bettaire house dan 
wood, 
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W. FREEMAN 


Cabinetmaker 


ROBT. SHAW 
FAMILY BUTCHER 


Late of A. J. WHITES 


Phone 31-211 ' 


HOUSEHOLD JOBBING AND 
REPAIRS 


LATEST DESIGNS IN Orders called for and delivered 


FURNITURE daily. 


38 Shakespeare Road 132A OPAWA ROAD 


QUALITY 


AWARDED TWO GOLD MEDALS 
DUNEDIN EXHIBITION 


MELHUISH’S | 
SAUCES AND PICKLES ; 


Yes, New Zealanders have been noted for their appreciation / 

of quality. The enormous popularity of Melhuish’s fully 

bears this out. They are made only from the choicest 
ingredients. 


TRY A BOTTLE TO-DAY! 


PROCURABLE AT ALL STORES 


—— MAKE THE SUPPLY STORES LTD. YOUR GROCER —— 


BEAUTIFUL OPAWA 


The following letter, culled from 
one of the local newspapers, makes 
interesting reading, and can well tear 
repetition :— 

To the Editor. 

Sir,—_In my youthful days Opawa 
was my home. [I thought then, and 
think now, that Christchurch cannot 
show a more pleasing or attractive 
suburb. In those earlier d2ys many 
notable people made their homes in 
Opawa, and vied with each other in 
adding to the natural attractions ot 
the locality by means of attractive 
gardens and fine dwellings. It is diffi- 
cult to understand why, and how, Fen- 
dalton supplanted Opawa. At Fen- 
dalton there is no satisfying outlook, 
many of the streets are narrow, many 
of them very crooked, and the dis- 
tance from the city Square is greater. 
Yet Fendalton somehow caught on. 
Of course, a number of the old Opawa 
residents have gone the way of all 
flesh; but how is it that the descend- 
ants did not carry on? When one 
thinks of the fine people who plied 
the church on Sundays one can 
hardly help regretting the past. The 
many fashionably-dressed and beauti- 
ful women; the well-known and 
capable men folk, many of whom did 
admirable service for this Dominion, 
were devoted supporters of the con- 
veniently situated church. Often, in 
fine weather, when early for church, 
the writer would walk down to the 
river and watch that fine old colonist 
the late Mr H. P. Murray-Aynsley 
rowing down from his picturesque 


liome under the hills, with his family 
in the boat as passengers, on their 
\way to church. Where are the people 
who once seemed to be permanent 
residents of Opawa? What has be- 
come of the Edward Richardsons, 
the Murray-Aynsleys, the Strange 
Williams, the E. S, Costers, the 
Waites, the Reeves family, the 
Tabasts, the T. M. Hassells, the 
‘themsons, the Harleys, the Ensors, 
the Emblings, the Willis family, the 
Karles, and many others? Or, to put 
it differently, what caused the des- 
cendants to desert? Beautiful sur- 
roundings, good garden soil, a beauti- 
ful background of hills and the 
Heathcote River, at its widest and 
most attractive part, would seem to 
rate Opawa as the most attractive 
suburb of Christchurch. The old- 
time residents seemed to enjoy life, 
and their mode of life typified ample 
means. The writer can remember the 
late Mrs E. S. Coster driving her two 
little Shetland ponies, in a little low 
carriage, on her way to the city; and 
men like Joshua Strange Williams, 
the Hon. William Reeves, and T, M. 
Hassall walking daily to the city. 
Though Opawa does not now attract 
people of distinguished eminence, it 
does appeal to capable people of good 
standing and comfortable means. 
With so many advantages, the wonder 
is that those who are lovers of the 
picturesque have not discovered the 
advantages of beautiful Opawa. 
I am, ete., 
THEN AND NOW. 


THE RIVER HEATHCOTE 


The Heathcote is a small tidal river 
about ten miles in length. It rises 
near Tai Tapu, and flows eastwards 
along the foot of the Port Hills into 
the Estuary. Here it is joined by 


THE SUPPLY STORES LTD. 


the River Avon, and both rivers enter 
the sea together at Sumner. 

The Heathcote is a slow winding 
river because it has very little fall, 
and therefore its bed is not covered 


DELIVER TO ALL SUBURBS 
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WE WISH the Library Committee every success 
in their effort to establish a Library in our 
District, we desire also to advise the Residents 
of Radley and Opawa that we have taken over 
the Butchery Business at 103 RADLEY ST. 
q where we trust that quality and service will 
merit a fair share of your support. 


EVANS & SON 


Gas 


| YOUR MOST 
: DEPENDABLE SERVANT 


. . . Never failing and most economical, Gas Cookery 
is unrivalled, Gas Water Heating is the most satisfac- 
tory and Gas Fires are without equal for warming 
your Home. 


RING THE SUPPLY STORES LTD. FOR THAT C.0.D. ORDER 


with shingle and boulders. In sum- 
mer time the Heathcote gets most 
of its water from springs, but in 
winter it is also fed by rains. A num- 
ber of small tributaries flow into the 
Heathcote, mostly from the valleys 
in the hills, and the soil and clay 
brought down by these are deposited 
partly on the “mud-flats” and partly 
at the mouth, where they help to 
form “a bar,’ but most of the clay 
is carried out to sea, and gradually 
sinks to the bottom. 

The Heathcote drains the districts 
of Cashmere, Opawa, Woolston, and 
Heathcote. Various industries have 
been started along the banks of the 
river, the chief of which are wool- 
washing, tanning, and the making of 
gelatine. 

In olden times the Heathcote was 
very different from what it is now. 
The Port Hills were then covered with 


bush, which meant more water, and 
therefore a larger river. Great 
swamps stretched out in many places 
from the present banks, and they 
were full of flax, raupo, toi-toi, and 
rushes, where the Maoris used to fish 
for eels, Many people believe that 
the present bed of the Heathcote is 
one of the old beds of the Waimaka- 
riri, on account of the high and wide 
terraces about Cashmere. Only a 
very large river could have formed 
them or required so much space. 
(Note—Within recent years the 
Heathcote River and its banks have 
been considerably improved, but as 
yet they fall far short of being per- 
fect. Every effort should be made to 
free the river of pollution, and con- 
tinue the good work so that the 
Heatheote will vie with the Avon in 
beauty and attractiveness.—Editor.) 


“MUD MAGIC THROUGH THE AGES” 
(Written for Opawa Library Magazine.) 


Residents in the Opawa district 
which, with the hills surrounding it, 
has been the home of the brickmak- 
ing industry in Christchurch, may 
find a certain amount of interest in 
the following small article on the 
history of bricks. No small part has 
been played in the development of 
Christchurch by the brick and clay 
industry, which has always had its 
home in Opawa and the surrounding 
hills. It is pleasing to know that 
the social development of the district 
is still going on, and the latest and 
most necessary movement is the es- 
tablishing of a library at Opawa, 
which is sure to be welcomed and 
appreciated by the residents. _ 

The oldest living things in the 
world are trees, and the oldest man- 
made things in existence are bricks. 
There are bricks in the world to-day 


that were made 5200 years ago, the 
date of their manufacture has been 
authoritatively identified by the in- 
scription on the bricks. Long be- 
fore their discovery men had been 
making brick by drying roughly 
moulded clay and baking it in the 
tropical sun. 

The oldest brick of this type of 
which we have accepted record, date 
back to 3500 B.C. These have been 
unearthed in Ur, the ancient Chal- 
dean capital in Mesopotamia. There 
Abraham was born. They were used 
for all types of construction, homes, 
temples, and defensive city walls. 

Recently in the valley of the Indus 
River, ancient Sumerian territory, 
have been discovered remarkable 
examples of early brickwork, believed 
to be more ancient than any in Ur 
or Babylon. 
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Brickwork in Babylonia reached 
perhaps its greatest excellence during 
the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, who 
made bricks by the million. He prac- 
tically rebuilt Babylon, and sur- 
rounded the city with massive walls. 
These bricks were all lightly burned, 
and in keeping with the royal fashion 
each bore an inscription identifying 
the dynasty under which it was made. 

It was in the banqueting hall of 
the palace at Babylon that Belshaz- 
zar read the handwriting on a brick 
wall. And just outside the ancient 
city limits of Ur are the ruins of a 
big brick pyramid, held by some 
archeologists to be the remains of 
the Tower of Bable, where developed 
the confusion of tongues and prob- 
ably the birth of languages. 

The history of brick making is a 
story of “Mud Magic Through the 
Ages”; there is romance in the story 
of burned dry bricks, the most nearly 
indestructile thing man has been able 
to produce. 

It seems altogether probable that 
the Romans learned to make brick 
in Egypt, as their use of rick came 
later. Roman invaders carried the 
art of brickmaking into Germany, 
France, and the British Isles. 

The earliest brickwork in England 
dates from about 44 A.D. 

Little Wenham Hall, in Suffolk, the 
oldest existing brick dwelling in Eng- 
land was built in 1260 A.D. Brick- 
work and masonry received their 
greatest impetus in England in 1666 
after the great fire in London. 

But at the back of it all has en- 
dured one dominant principle, the 
purifying effectieness of fire. 

No other building material is sub- 
jected to this very effective test by 
which the impurities in the raw ma- 
terial are eliminated, while at the 
same time are transmitted to the 
brick qualities of resistance and en- 
durance which no other material sur- 
passes. A brick cannot remain of 


inferior quality if burned thoroughly, 
the effect is automatic and inescap- 
able. 

With brick’s unusual qualities of 
fire resistance and durability, its rich- 
ness of colour and burned-in beauty, 
and its adaptability as a building 
material, it must still go on througn 
the ages in the development of the 
world. 

Another development which pro- 
mises to regain certain markets for 
brick which were supposed to have 
been lost, is the development of re- 
inforced brickwork, insuring greater 
strength and stability. The use of 
hollow walls in domestic and smaller 
structures is universally popula: 
throughout the country on account of 
their dry interior surfaces gained by 
means of the extra ventilation pro- 
cured. 

Thus after 5000 years we find brick 
still a modern material, still amongst 
the best for nearly all purposes, and 
with the aid of recent developments 
in the use of this practically inde- 
structible building unit secured from 
the vast natural resources, must be- 
come more of a national asset than 
they have been in the past. 

The clay, worthless in its natural 
state, when made into brick helps to 
build permanent assessable values 
throughout the land. 

Every structure erected helps to re- 
duce the fire hazard and reduces the 
economic waste from depreciation and 
decay. 

The industry suffered much during 
the depression, and consequently 
many men in the district were de- 
prived of seasonal employment, but 
there are signs that bricks are be- 
coming popular again. People who 
think are becoming brick minded, and 
there is hope that the hills around 
Opawa will, with their fine natural 
deposits of clay, find increased work 
and employment for those in the 
neighbourhood. : 
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Aulsebrooks for Quality 


ANNOUNCING that... 
MISS W. BLACKGROVE has opened a 


LADIES’ OUTFITTING AND DRESSMAKING 
establishment at 120 RICHARDSON TER., OPAWA. 


We help and advise in the purchase of materials, and through us 
you can purchase from warehouse stocks at wholesale prices. 

Ladies’ own material made up. Also cutting out, fitting and tacking 
at moderate prices. Try us for Dressmaking Service, 


ERNEST ADAMS LTD. 


CAKES — SPONGES — _ BISCUITS 
FETHER-FLAKE (Perfect Puff Pastry) 


HIGH QUALITY SPECIALTIES 
AT TOWN PRICES. 


Local Agent 


S. L. WHITWORTH 


The “TERMINUS” Fruiterer and Confectioner 
1384 OPAWA ROAD 


Ride a SIMPLEX SPECIAL 


to Business and to Sport... 


The City, the Tennis Court, the Beaches— 
these are well within the reach of every 
owner of a SIMPLEX SPECIAL Cycle. 
These splendid cycles are fully guaranteed. 
Models for Ladies, Gents and Juveniles. 


SPECIAL TERMS. 


E Ny deposit 
1/1 weekly. 


CALDER MACKAY. CO. LTD. 


115 WORCESTER STREET oe 
(Right behind the Cathedral) 


